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"So Chruipe In Arranponit-nis- . for
Holding tlif National

Convention.

SUBCOMMITTEE SATISFIED, j

i

I.epori to Chairman Jon.'s Stale
the Convention Hall Company

Has Made Contracts That
Guarantee "o Delay.

Kanws City. Mo.. April ere will be

no chance in date or place of holding tbo
Democratic National Convention, previous-
ly set for Kansas Cl'y. July ' The

of '.he. National Democratic
rommitteo mot the local committer on

arrangement hero y and. after Ko-

ine over tho situation thoroughly, drafted
untl signed the following statement:

Letter In Chairman .Joiicn.
"Honorable James K. Jonc.. Chairman

of the Democratic National Committee.
Washington. D. C: Sir Tho special com-

mittee appointed bv you to nrrango all de-

tails incident to tho holding of the Na-

tional Convention on July 4 mot in Kansas
City y In special session. This meet-

ing was called on account of tho destruc-

tion of Convention Hnll. tho purpose being

to determine whether this calamity would

noce. sltate any charge in the lima or place

for holding the convention. The committeo

conferred fully with tho alienors of tho
Convention Hall Company and with the
Executive Committer) of citizens havlm.
the' arrangements for the convention in
charge.

"We find that the people of it ansa's CitJ
re determined to rebuild the hall nd have

it roadv for the convention by July i. and
that the committeo In charge of this mat-

ter in cash, available forhas now In hand,
rebuilding purposes, a larger sum of money

than was expended in the erection of the
building- which has Just been dcs roved.

"Tho directors of the hall company have
entered into contract with responsible Anns

and corporations for the reconstruction of

the building, tho contracts requiring the
work to be completed prior to the date of

the convention. In each instance the. con- -
,.,... ,,,. nntered into heavy bond, with

penalties, for the literal fulfillment of their
several encasements. We xamined these

nnd, after a full conference with

te directors and architect of tho building,
we aro satisfied that the ball will be in-

built vecommodat tho con-

vention
m up to fully

in occordon 3 with tho original
contract of Kansas CI 7, nnd that no

will arlso for any change, either in

t'io time or place- - of holding tho conven-

tion
"We do not consider that there is nnv

neecvslly at this tlmo to trouble, tho full
committeo with the further consideration
of this subject.

"We make tlil report ro that this mat-

ter writ- - be ret at rest.
, Signed) "WILLIAM J. STONE.

"Chairman;
"C. A-- "WALSH.
"J. O. JOHNSON.

"WcrctaiTi
"ADAIR, WILSON.
"JOHN S. RILLING

"(For J. M. Guffny."
r .1 . If. Jones, chairman of the Na-tl.m- .il

commit tee nnd D. J. Campau of
Michigan. H. P. Clayton of Alabama and
J. M. Guffey of Pennsylvania, members of
the Mibeoinrnlttcc, were unable to attend
the meeting. John S. Rilling, chairman of
the Stato Democratic Committee of Penn-
sylvania, represented Mr. Guffny. The
members finished their work and adjourned
this afternoon.

Colonel John I. Mnrttrt Remains.
Colonel John I. Martin of St. Louis, ser-- -'

.i.it.im nt tho convention, was also
present, and will remain In tho city for
a few days completing seating arrange
ments and attending to otner matters per-
taining to tho convention.

Colonel Martin has selected headquarters
nt tho Baltimore Hotel, where he will be

permanently from Juno 15 till aft-
er tho convention has finished Its woik.

COMMITTEE ROOM

All in to Consider
.World's Fair Hill.

xtBPunuc speciai..
Washington. April 12. Chairman Tawney

if the Special World's Fair Committeo has
ecure.d the. largo committee-roo- m of tho

Hou Committee on Insular Affairs. To-

morrow tho committee will organize tbete
nnd outline their work. Mr. Tawney de-

sires to proceed at onco with active con-

sideration of tho World's Fair bill. Thero
will be no delay In arranging fir hearings
of nil parties Interested. Tho consideration
of tho bill has been delayed by serious Ill-

ness In Mr. Tawney! family, which
him to be absent from Washington.

He desire that rapid jiroeresa 5hall bo
made from this tlmo on.

The friends of tho btll In the Senate havo
made an Informal canvass of that body.
The bill can bo passed there without ffreat
delay. The action of the Houso Is awaited
with soma Impatience, but tliore Ib a pros-
pect that it will bo ready for report by the
Special Committoo la tho near future. Many

, of the members of tlie committeo hnve
Its provisions In advance of tho

rmrnial oriranlzaUon of tlio cumniiltcu, and
tlho will somewhat fn'cilltato action upon
th measure,

BRICK BUILDING COLLAPSED.

Three Persons Killed and Many In-

jured at Pittsburg.
PlUtr&nr, P-- . April 11 The four-stor- y

trrlck building at the corner of Socond avo-B- U

and Wooa street collapsed bury-a- g

In Its ruins a number of person?, three
of whom were taken out (load. Mx were
badly hurt and several others slightly

The dead aret
Mrs. Martha Jones, aed M years, of No.

KU Second avenue.
Eurene Bernhardt, aged years, of No.

IJM Manhattan street, Allegheny, talesman
tor Armstronj & McXelvy Company.

Osoar Blglsr. carpenter, homo supposed to
l DSST Harrlsburp, was employed by rs

McQovern and Lyttle.
Tns Injured!
Kol Caspar of Ellsworth, salesman for

Armstrong A MclOlvr Company, leg
broken, badly bruised.

Joseph filosi. Ueutentnt Firs Company
' Ko. L ribs broken.' ihchael Ehangr, stsainfltter, leg broken

nd arm crushed.
James EuUlvaa, stoanifltter, badly cut and

bruised.
James V. Btnis, carpenter, badly cut and

bruised.
Ths buliainir was occupied by the

Lead und Oil Company.
It was belnc remodeled by Contractors rn

and Lyttle. The Arm this mornlmr
began the transfer of their stock from one
room to another and apparently centralized
the heavy weight of the lead and oils
shout the middle of the structure. This is
the onlv solution advanced for the collapse,
which began by the second floor lireakiny
through, carryine with it the two tlooii.
above, rnaklnsr a breach from top to bottom
through the center of the building:.

The fact that the rear portion of tho
building on Second avenue did not callnpse
lULved many lives. The Ioks to the firm
will be about $,.

j Southern Itailwny Telegraphers'
j Strike Kxtends

the Svstem.

MEN CALLED OUT YESTERDAY.

Labor Leaders Kxpret a Complete
Tie-U- p When the Order Iteaches

All the Operators First
Aet of Violence.

Atlanta. C.i.. April IS. Tho threatening
trouble of tho telegraphers n"'l other sta-
tion employes of the Southern Hallway and
Alabama Gteat Southern Hallway, which
has beuii pendlns for mom lis. came
to a head here y when l'resident
I'oroI: of the Order of ltailay

called ..n the telcsrapliers to quit
work.

AdWccs f r. m rhattanoopa.
Tonn., ro that the ttjlktf Is. complete on
the Alabama, Great South, rn and Mem-
phis divisions. IVw men havo remalnel on
the Georgia division and Knoxvllle main
line. No frvlKht moved out of Chrtttanooa
this afternoon. Pittlculty In operating
trains is reported from 11'rmlnghatn. The
men on the Mobile division are out.

The trouble began last fall, when the
telegraphers of each division appointed a
committeo to s the division super-

intendents and ask a settlement of certain
grievances. Heatings, thiy say. wero '1

them and nit appeal was matin to
General Superintendent llarrett at Wash-
ington, r.nd later tf Vice I 'resident and
General Manager Gannon. The oiiicers of
the o:der ht;.to that no satisfaction was re-

ceived from thes'.; officers, and the griev-
ances were llnnily taken to rresldent Spen-

cer, whose secretary KiM the presMent was
too ill to consider tho matter at this time.

President Powell snjs tho committeemen
Mlectod to represent the men have be-- n

disml"sed to the number of more than
twenty, and that dozens of members of
the Older of Hallway Ttlegraphers have
been discharged because of their member-
ship. He says the Inst communication to
th- - olhcinls of the company contained an
offer to arbitrate the differences.

In the ,tlnta ome of the Southern
rex en of the nine telet-iaphe- employed
there liivo quit work. Heports re cited at
strike headquarter.--: arc said to bo very

Hallroad otlleial?. however. Fny the strike
has caused them no in onvenlence and has
not interfered with their trailic.

A. 1!. Stllluell. assistant to President
Powell of the O. It. i.. sys he expects an
effective tie-u- p as soon as tho order reaches
all the men. Tho Southern's wlret havi
len grounded between hero and Birming-
ham.

Wlint (lie Men Wnnl.
In a statement which President Powell

has issued l.e tays:
"Six hundred and eighty-fiv- e telegraphers

and other station employes vottd in favor
of, to 1S1 against.

"The strike was Inaugurated for the fol-

lowing purposes:
"To secure reinstatement of Its mem-

bers who were dlschargel by tho Southern
Hallway.

"For the light to be heard through com-

mittees In the adjustment of individual
grievances.

"For a let of rules and rates of pay to
govern train dispatchers, telegraphers,
agents and other station employes In their
employment, discipline, etc.

"Twelve consecutive hours' work per day
where one or two telegraphers ate

including' one consecutive hour for
dinner; ten conreeutive hours. Including
meal hour, in all relay, dispatchers

ami olliees where more than twv
ttbgraphers ale employed.

"Kight consecutive Imuis for train dis-

patchers.
"Pay fur overtime.
"To abolish th't practice of compelling

agents to lead cotton and the performance
of oilier manual labor.

"A minimum wage scale of M" and TOO

per month lor operators and Jliy tor dis-
patchers.

"Fair and equitable rules regarding pro-
motion."

ns Nearly All Are Ont.
President Powell gave out tile following

itattment Into
"Jteports from every division of the South-

ern Hallway bhuw that the entire jsy&tcm.
with the xi option of tho loulsvllIc brunch.
Is tied up completely so lar as freight trains
am concerned, and all passenger tialns arc
from thtee to seven hours' late jiiJ aio
making very slow time.

"1 am in a position to state positively
that nioro than t'j per cent ot" thy teloara-phe- is

quit work."
ST1UKII 0. Till: CIIAITAMKICA.

Chattunuoga, Tnn., April 12. The strike
of telegraph operutorn on th-- i Alabama,
Grrat Southern and Memphis divisions of
tho Southern Hallway is complete

No responiv) could be obtiilnctl !o calls for
any station along the line, and the olliceis
of the Older of Hallway Toiegrapher.s state
that all the men, with one or two exert-
ions, ate out. The sevtn Chattanuuga oper-
ators went out.

Otllcinls of the (Southern here
rtato that they will bo able to supply the
places of the strikers In a few days. Mean-
time i.i.,-engc- r trains will run on schedule
time, with hero and thero an operator from
among the olilc'.als. Freight tr.uiic is al-
ready beginning to congest here, as no
trains havo been sent out this afternoon.

On the Georgia division and on the main
Knoxvllle line o" the road very few oper-
ators remain.

l. fc C. Men Miy Strike.
Information was given out by

railroad ojllclal." and partially cniillrmd
of the rder of Telegraiihers

that the operators on the Cincinnati South-
ern CQueen and Crescent) will be ordered out
on strike morning. The Queen
nnd Crescent occupies the same relative
position to the Southern Hallway as does
the Alabama Great Southern, Samuel Spen-
cer being its president.

TRAINS Di:i.AVi:i) IX Ab.tn.tMA.
Birmingham, Ala.. April the

local official? of the Alabama Great South-
ern and Southern railways claim little in-

convenience has been cau.-'--tl by the teleg-
raphers' strike, the Alabama Great South-
ern betweon this point and Chattanooga
has been badly tied up since the order was
issued at 11 o'clock this morning.

The passenger train due hero nt 11:15
a. m. did not reaeh the city until evening,
and many frtights aro reported laid out
alr.ng the line.

The officials claim that they will have
everything in working order in a few hours.
a special with about a dozen operators
having left heic this afternoon.

Thero has been little trouble on the lino
between here and Miridian, Miss. Only two
men have quit work. Wires between

and Greenville. Miss., are open,
und trains are being run on card schedule.
Several men are out on tho Auniston divi-
sion, but the Mi ike is n- -t general there.

The men on the Mobile division, about
fifteen in mimbei. ate out. The passenger
train due at Mobile at I"J p. m. cmie in
two hours lalo, having r':.i vithmit orders.

7ii:niuiA. .tn:x m it.
Meridian. Miss.. April -. The telegraph

operators of the Southern Hallway nnd Ala-bam- n

Great Southern Hallway walked cut
y. They arc backed by all other rail- -
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HANNA: - YOU'VE TO BE

road te'egrnphers In the city, who refuse
to handle Southern and A lab una Great
Southotn business, and all trains ar-- . tied
up, except on time-ca- t .1 schedule.

moi! ;ATin:iti:i at i:i.ma. . ".

Charlotte, N. C., Apiil li At Sclina. a
Southern H.illttay wire iw cut or ground-

ed A mob gathered at the South-

ern's tl. pot there and attempted to t.ik?
a telegrapher, who is not a striker, from
an engine. The telegrapher drew a pistol
and drove them off. Then th- station was
locked, and it is ch.it ged lb.it this was
done, by the sympathizer, of the stiikcrs.

The Southern is carrying one operator on
each engine of every moving ti.iiu.

OUR PHILIPPINES ARMY.

Tt Xow '(insists of );:;..'." Officers
and lou.

Washington. April i:. Adjutant General
Corbin lias prepared a statement showing
the strength of the troops in the. Philip-
pines on the 1st of April, the date of tho
last returns. According to tills statement
there wero on tile date stated ra.r.?,", officers
and men thcie. being an Increase of ZH

."luce March 1. the date of tho last previous
report. This Increase is due to the arrival
of recruits, mainly members of the hnspitril
corps and other statf departments. The.
total general ollbeis and staff Is 2.73''. of
whom 2,'HO are reguUiIs and 120 volunteers.
In this total are. Included Vl enlisted m-- n.

all icgulars, and mostly in the medical de-

partment.
There aro ir general staff officers, of

whom all but one (Young) aie classed as
volunteers.

The total cavalry force .l.rT. of which
number -- ,111 aio regulars and l.(W volun-
teers. There are thice regiments of taval-l- y,

of which one is made up of volunteers.
There are live regiments of artillery, all

of the ivcul.ir establishment, and number-
ing --,i officers and men.

There are forty-on- e regiments of Infan-
try, aggregating .".12u officers and men. of
winch number --'4.1:1 aro icgulars and ?,0.'Ml

volunteers.
Including all classes, there aie r.1.32 re;r-ulai- s.

"f which nuinliT MS aro officers ami
;.0,414 enlisted men. nnd M,2t volunteers, of
which number l.HM are officers ami ",1J7
enlisted men.

OUT 0F COMMISSION.

Crews to I'.e ICcnieved from .Altm

itors at Manila.

Washington. April 11. The Navy 1'iepart-me- nt

has practically decided to put out of
commission In the harbor in Manila the
monitors Monterey anJ Monadnock, releas-
ing tho crews f'ir service on other vt ss-- is

where they mo buly needed. An alterna-
tive proposition ! to send one of the mon-

itors north, to Nag.isalti perhaps, which will
serve as a base of operations while the
monitor does duty an a training ship fur
guniiei-s- .

In either case tho purpose Is to avoid tho
hardships to which officers ami crews are
subjected by keeping them aboard the mon-

itors .luring the tint In tho Philip-
pines. The vessels could be recommis-slone- d

at rhort notice In Manila harbor,
and, If an emergency should arise, they
would be equal to a whole licet in dofen-hIv- m

power, lying In the two narrow chan-
nels at the entrance to the harbor.

TO FRUIT.

Texas and Kansas Iteport Losses
from the Frost.

The general cold which has trav-

eled over tho West and Southwest has chief-

ly damaged tho fruit crop. Special dis-

patches to The Republic from Texas say
that the frost around Texarkana Injured
tho corn and killed llio early fruit. Corn
hi tho river belt wll! havo to be replanted.
Around Fort Worth the damage was com-
paratively light and eontlned to lower and
damper region". Tho gardeners and fruit
growers suffered most. In the Dcntson sec-

tion the corn was Injured, but the fruit
and vegetables were not seriously affected.
The wheat practically escaped Injury.

Kansas horticulturists say the fruit crop
suffered In that State. Ice formed In all
parts of the State. Snow was reported in
Iowa and Illinois. At Sycamore it was eight
inches deep. Although In places the ther-
mometer was below- - zero, it is believed that
no material damage to crops resulted. Mis-

souri reports indicate a simiiar escape, and
Tn some sections the outlook for fruit crops
is promising. Other products were not dam-
aged.

A TRAITOR.

Alabama Are for JJarker
and

rtlimlngham. Ala., April 12. A conference
of the leading Populists of the Stato was
held at which it was decided to
send a delegation to the National Conven-

tion from this Stato to vote for Wharton
Barker and Ignatius Donnelly for first and
second places on the national ticket. But-
ler and all the Fusionists and the men who
called the Sioux Falls Convention were
condemned as traitors.

V-- - Jm ' "'mr- -l K A !!,

K&M;!k PMmJ &
' ill Nl fl?ilA'- W'-Slfr- HBf

i i - . ! li. i "y;- .- sbtbbbv -

JUST GOT THE

DAMAGE

CALLED BUTLER

Populists
Donnelly.

PEOPLE WEARY

OF COMMISSIONS,

Whit.'Iaw Ilcid's I'artiii"; Warniii";
and Advice to Tuft and

WILL BE WATCHED

Speaker Oavo Them His View of
What the Nation Kxpecls and

Advised the
Supreme Court.

Han Francisco. April 12.- -A banquet wii"
ten.Ier.'d to tho Philippine Commissioners

by the merchants of this city. The
principal address was made by AVhitel.tw

Held.
Alter referring to the nonpolitical sig-

nificance of the occasion. Mr. Held said:
"What do the American people in gen-eia- l,

and without distinction of parly, look
to you for? if the truth must bo whispered
in vour ,ar. there are hero and there very

slneeie. capablo people who aro growing a j

bit weary of a multipli-it- of cuminis-ion- s.

They say so cynical are they that in all
aqis anil countries the easiest method of
evading or a difficult problem

has been to appoint a commission on it
and thus prolong tho circumlocution.

Tmk, ns Jtchl Sees It.
"For a first thing, then, in which we

are unites! we wish you to redeem the
character of his mode of government hy
eom mission. For wc assume, that you aie
tent out to the archipelago to govern; and
just at present we don't know of any patt
of our possessions that seems more in need
of government We all unite in adjuring
von to lcmember that you ure sotting sail,
not onlv charg--d with the national inter-
ests, but dignified and ennobled by a guard-
ianship of 'tho national honor.

"We all unite. I venturo to think, in ear-
nestly wishing that yu may make the
In .t of .1 situation which none of ns wholly
likts and many dislike with nil tlnlr
heaits- - tho best of it for the country which,
by good management or bail, rightfully or
wrongfully, is at any rate certainly, and
is the eyes of the whole world, now respon-

sible for tho outcome: and the best of It. no
less, for the distracted people tlirowu up'n
our hands.

"We cannot well help indulging In the fu-

ture hope that your first success will be
tho of order throughout
legions lately filled with violence and hlood- -

1 shed; and that you can then bring about a
system of Just and swllt punishment ot tliu
future crimes and disorders.

"Jn tho interest of the Islanders you will
poon seeJl to ralso tho revenue they need
In the way least burdensome and most ben-

eficial to "them: but In the Interest of your
country we cannot expect you to begin by
assuming that the only way to help the
Islanders Is to throw products of their
cheap labor Into unrestricted competition
with similar products of our highly paid
labor.

"In the Interest of the Islanders you will
, . . ti...... .1 1..,secure ami Kliai.noeu " u'vm iiiv ivi.

rights which belong to the very genius of
American Institutions; but in tho Interest
of your country you will not make haste to
extend the privilege of American citizen-
ship, which on the one hand would enabic
tho.--e peoples of the China Sea Chinese or
half-bree- d, or what not to Hood our labor
market in advance of any readiness at
homo to change our present laws of exclu-
sion, and on the other hand would open the
door to them as States In the T'liinn to take
part in the government of this continent."

Hint to Supreme Court.
"If in the providence of God. and In con-

tempt of past judicial rulings, the Supreme
Court should finally command it, you, like
evert- - other branch of the Government, will
obey. Till then we may be iire you will
r.ot. in sheer eagerness and joyfulnes of
heait, anticipate, or, as Will street specula-
tors say, 'discount' such a decree for na-

tional degiadation.
"But In their own land, and as far as

may be. in nccoi dance with their old cus-
toms and laws, you will securu to them, if
you are to win the success wo all wish
you, every civil right we enjoy, and. next,
the fullest measure of political rights and
local they are found capa-
ble of sustaining, with ordered liberty for
all the people.

"There, then. Is the doom we expect you to
Inflict on these temporarily turbulent wards
of the nation: order; then justice:
then American civil rights', not for a class
or a tribe or a race, but for all the people:
then local And may God
help vrai to fulfill this task.

"Above all. if there is 11 trace of politics
in vour work, or of seeking Tor political
effect at home, you will fall, and deservo
to fil."

Professor Moses and Judge Taft of the
commission spoke briefly.
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Missouri Fair niitl Tiiiriiior Friday
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Arkansas Fair niul warmer Friday:

satiirilny'fiiir; variable winds.
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Preparing for Great Itattlus.
Southern Hallway Telegraphers Strike.
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?,. Democrats Score Cabinet Scandals.
Ship Subsidy Hill Next In Order.
Czar Makes New Demands of Korea.
Had Troublo In Getting Married.
Homanco of a Wandering Monk.

i. Caledonians Honor Dugald Crawford.
"Hod Crurade" Is Started Here.

Masons observe Maundy Thursday.

.'.. Puerto Hlco Vmier PrisMont's Thumb.
Parties Medical Kxerclstv.
Besch and the Sprinkling Combine.
An.l1ltcelur.1l Club's Kxhibition.
President Whitcliiw's Heply.

6. Sporiing News.
Hesults at the Race Tracks.

7. Carter Mat" Beat Hanccy in Chicago.

T.nth Ward Fight Beaches Court.
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Boers Get Ready for Roberts.
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B. & O. and the r.eadlng.
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First Civil Governor of Pu-rt- t- Rico.
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11. Now Corporations.
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NO SUPERIMPOSED

Naval JJoard Adopts a Still More
Plan.

Washington. April 12 The new battle-
ships will not have superimposed turrets,
according to the ilocMon reached at

meeting or the Naval Boad on Con-

struction. The board, after carefully ex-

amining an alternative plan proposed by
the Chief of Ordnance, accepted thl In lieu
of the double-turrete- d arrangements which
at first had found favor. By the new plan,
the ships will be given tight eight-Inc- h

gun" arranged in four'turrets, one at each
corner of the square superstructure. Two
main turrets on the main deck will carry
each two twelve-Inc- h guns. The result of
this arrangement will be to give the ships
four more eisht-lne- h guns than would he
carried In the two double turrets. This
change will eaue 3T.0 tons additional weight,
lmt to compensate for this Instead of cut-
ting off that much coal supply, the ships
will be lengthened to 4M ftet. making them
closely approach 15.P.) tons displacement.

BAD GENERALSHIP.

Oeinian PapT Says Tt Has Dis-

heartened ISritish Troops.

Berlin. April 12.-- The military critic of
the Berliner Tageblatt explains that the
inactivity of Ixird Roberts is not due to the
preparations he Is making for the winter,
but to the Inability of his troops to take
the field in numbers sufficient to take the
offensive against Kroonstad.

The view prevails In military circles hero
that the recent British defeats are due to
tiie discouragement of the troops resulting
from their consciousness of "bud general-
ship."

SPOILED PLANS.

I'oers Intended to Overrun All
Cape Colony.

Iindnn. April 12. Ililyard Steyn. brother
of Piesident Steyn. in the course of an in-

terview at IlJoemfontcin. has said:
"The original war plan of the Hocrs was

to overrun all Cape Colony, but on becom-
ing involved in the Fiegcs at Kimberley and
I.idvsmlth. the hurshers found the design
spoiled. To this I attribute the Boer failure
to conquer the British. I expect the war to
last until Christmas."
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Desperate Fighting Im-

minent in South
Africa.

CLASHES IN

Boers Try to Cut Off
the Sunday's Riv-

er

NEWS FROM WEPENER

Garrison Is Still
Standing Off

Attacks.
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London. Friday, April 1. (Copyright,

l'X by the New York Herald Company.;
Lord Roberts's preparations for an advance
aro apparently proceeding apace. The
country around BloemfonWln W fairly
white with British tents, and the enormous

force under his command Is growing In

strength and receiving the much needei
supply of horsea and mules.

On their side, and evidently In expecta-

tion of nn attack, the Boers at Brandfort
aro intrenching themselves parallel to and

east of the railway. They ftill hold the
Bloemfonteln waterworks In great force,

and are also strong nt Watervnl Drift,

doubtless with the object of keeping up the
communications with General Olivier'?

commandoes to the south.
The colonial force, which is beset by the

Boers- nt W.p'.ner, 1? still holding out well.

They are carefully husbanding their am-

munition, according to one story, while

the Boers are said to be short. The arrival
of Ird Kitchener at Aliwal North may

foreshadow a swift rush by the bulk of
General Brabant's division to rescue their
comrades. In with a Hying
column sent from Bloemfonteln to take the
Boer besiegers in the rear.

Much admiration Is expressed litre at tho
recent daring operations of the Boers. In
Natal the burghers, apparently fired with
a desire to emulate tho successes gained
by their brethren in the Free, State, have
attempted to cut off the Sunday's River
camp from Lndysmith, and to press for-

ward toward Dewdrop, from Van Reonen's
I 'ass. and toward the south by way of
Helpnuikuar.

A portion of General Biiller's array has
been detached to swell the forces of the
Commander-in-Chie- f. Knowledge of this
may have helped to Increase the ucti.-it- y

of General Botha.
SPlVKltAL BATTMIS O.V.

Pretoria. Wednesday, April 11. Advices
from Wepener, where a British force i?
surrounded, say tho battle continues fa-

vorable to the federals. About 1.5jo British
troops are said to lv there.

A heavy cannonade was heard this morn-

ing in the direction of Bultfontein. situated
midway between Wlnburg and Boshof in

the Orange. Free State, and north of
Brandfort.

Advices from the Boer headquarters in
Natal say that after a havy bombardment
the British aro retiring In the direction of
Ludysnilth, and the federals are going to
their old positions.

Tho Free Stato Gazette publishes orders
to tho effect that no person who has been
commandeered for uctivo service has the
right to send a substitute without the con-

sent of the
In reference to leaves of absence, the

Gazette says that 10 per cent of each com-

mand will bo relieve 1! by ballot for periods

of twelve days. This is intended to meet
the wishes ot tho burghers desiring to plant
their crops.

iiniiitv i.ossks co.nsiumuaiim:.
Aliwal North, April 12. News from a

Boer source at Wepener. olliciilly commu-

nicated, says that four Boer guu.s havo
been disabled and four commandants killed
or wounded.

On Tuesday night the British made a sor-

tie, capturing a Boer em and taking some

prisoners.
FIGHTING AT WIH'RAUII.

Aliwal North, April 12. Tho colonial
troops are still holding their own splendid-

ly at Wepener. Cannonading recommenced
tills inornln;?.

Tho Boer attack yesterday was not very
serlous. The British are carefully hus-

banding their ammunition and their guns
nro making excellent practice. The Joers

are short of ammunition.
A patrol returning from Smithfleiu eports

that small groups of Boers are visible.

CAI'SH OF IJOF.lt ACTIVITY.
Bloemfonteln, Wednesday, April 11. Ac-

cording to Information received hero the
Boer activity eastward of the railroad and
in proximity to the border is largely due to
the fact that Presilcnts Kruger and Steyn
havo found they are unable to keep their
forces together In Inactivity, the burghers
declaring they aro unwilling to remain
with their commands unless actively em-

ployed, as they aro convinced the British
game Is a tvaltln one. It is believed the
Boer movement was originally designed to
oblige Lord Roberts to weaken his force at
Bloemfonteln In order to protect the rail-

road, when the Boers would havo attempt-

ed to recapture the capital. But the bur-

ghers are evidently Ignorant of the enor-

mous forct-- .Lord Roberts has at his dis-

posal.
Advices from Karee Siding say the Boers

RrtJ busily intrenching their position east of
Brandfort, running parallel with the rail-

road, while still strongly holding the Wa-tcrv- al

Drift waterworks.
TOOK O.M-- : THOtSAAD I'ltlSOXHRS.

BY THOMAS F. MILLARD.
SPECIAL BY CABLE.

Pretoria, Wednesday. April 11. (Copy-

right, ISO", by the New York Herald Com-

pany.) Sharp but indecisive fighting con-

tinues near DeWet's Dorp.

There has been some confusion in report-
ing the recent operations, owing to two
Boer Generals reporting the same engage-
ment under different names. The total
British prisoners taken la the operations
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certain to result win 11 R.r.. rts iie- -

gins his advance toward Pretor..i.
s The news as U the actual h'h;rg o
y now taking e shows tb.it il.c o
O Boers are aggressive on alt te
O In Natal they inul an vttt i..; ' tt

tut off tho British camp at S.w.i.ivV! o
River from retreat to Ut'lys-r-ilf..- .

and heavy artillery fighting re lt"d.
Ct The Boers are also prepan ! lor

- raids Into Southern Natal by w v of o
Ht'lpmakaar rakij simiiar to t.,.

S tvl.it.-- have in theii r
s rtu eeses in the Free State. o
f The P.ritish column of l.W men .:

Wepener is still holiing our, but t,e s
& Bors aro reported as continuing tl.t

attack. 6.
" A dispatch from Pretoria int'.-.t:-- . o

that the report of the battle in tt '

t ft". British were said to have 1.

killed or wounded and 'jt tip:i.r- .

was due to tonf using bulletin.- - of . r
s engagement near DfWet's Dorpfi-'i-

s two Boer commanders. Vhu Bnti-- h

casualties were !,'.
s Fighting is rpport.il between B.isl- -

of and Brandfort. north of tie I .'- - o
ter place. This probably mean that

t Methuen has met with rsistar m o
that section.
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southeast of Bloemfontein is about l.'4. no:
1,5C". as previously n nr:J.

unlit:- - AG;its:s.-oi- :.

London, April 12. A special di-p- h from
Khtndsl.uigte. datel says--.

"Fighting tta nnerttd beyor. 1 Kiarulfl-l.i.ig- te

this afternoon. Th Boer Meadily
advanced upon the British position-- . Thr- -

w.is a continuous rifle fir- - and the Boers
tig guns were In aei!-n- . The- - British re-
plied effectively, and after ttvo hour- -' fight-
ing the Botrs were cheeked."

ROHI'UTS'.n ll,.i.
London, April 1.5. t:: a round.. l.eut way

London htars that Lorl Roberts, wbci
wiring to the Prince f tva'-e-s ..t r'.pei,
hugen congratulations upon hi . tof tr n
assassination, added two or three h ipefu!
sentences portending an euriy .iltaue'
with wide-reachi- combination- -.

(Jiii't assurances are pas.-e- d nmurvl
among military men thiif Lir.l R 1. rt
employing hi- - great army effect ,ir j

that the alventtin us I5 r eommar 1 are
likely to be emmvhed. SernjK- - of n'W.-- a

detail here and another the.--" havo
reached Fan-lan- d ht over eompara-tivei- v

idle cables-- , but they do not illumiu.iM
tlie situation.

A dispatch front Lorenzo Marquez, dated
Thursday, says:

"It is reMrted from Pretoria th:ir a I'ner
commando - moving through ''.i.-uti- l, r
This is said to be a clever ruse f draw
tho British away from Wepener.

"About 2.C0O foreigners cou;ti:n:e ti-- e t -.- ..

foreign legion in Pretoria. inel,-,.i"-- j - imo
Cossacks in uniform. Several frcli re-

cruits left here for Pretoria t. n

a French t'aptain. brother o! il.c Ii'.i
General do Vllleh.iis Mareuil."

The Bloemfontein eorrespomlen' t
raily Telegraph telegraphing Hem. ! j,
says:

"Iird Huberts wisely declines to xti:ii
Ids men and horses in Inuring the eliislva
Boers until his prepurationx are
He will leave to the enemy the barren com-

fort of the occupation of a fe-.- farms f T
a short time."

Tho Bloemfonteln correspondent of tho
Cape Argus at "ape Town says.

"Olivler'n commando is moving In the di-

rection of Smlthli'dd.
"Five different laagers are located

Bethany and the Kaif.r River, Kin
pantile! to the railway, eighti.cn nine-- ,

eastward "

VIOLATES INTERNATIONAL LAW.

German Opinion on ISritniifs I'se
of JJeini Jktiute.

Berlin, April 12. In the. forth,'
number of the The Nation, Piofe-so- r 0:1

Bar of the I'nivcrsity of Goettingen will
J dUcuss the Intfrn;ttlonaI law- - aspect of tho

transportation of Britisli troops through
Portugue-- e territory nnd the action of Lord
Roberts lu requiring til" Boers of the
Free State to take an 0.1th not to partici-
pate lit further hostilities against KngTand.

The authorities whom he cites. Including
American and English jnr sts. are unani-
mously opposed to such proceedings, where
a prtvious treaty providing fir it dois not
exist. Where such a treaty does en 1st tin
authorities are divided, but Professor Von
Bar contends that such a treaty cannot
be. universally accepted a.-- a principle of
International law. !! conjectures that the,
Anglo-Portugue- treaty contemplates only
troops to be used against negro trl!s. and
is. therefore, inapplicable to the Trans-
vaal.

He cites the case of Belgium and Switz-
erland, which In 1ST0 refused to permit tho
movement across their territory of Fr ':ich
or German troops; and he expresses tho
opinion that It the wiir should result in th
independence of thy two Republics. Kuro-pea- n

nations would demuu-- l in the peace
treaty better guarantees of the ntutrality
of Portuguese territorj.

The action ot Lord Huberts is pronounce.!
by Professor Von Bar as "decidedly con-
trary to International law." and the opinliu
Is expressed that President FCrug- -r has
"rightly declare.1 the oaths to be tvl'hout
binding obligation."

In the coiirsu ot the article. Piofessor Von
Bar complains that .Mr. C!iamhrlala'-- i
leadership has caused Kngland to do "va-
rious things In tlie prest nt war which l

to England's old friends ,n Ger-
many."

may" isn I.OHI.VO efAltflLnZ.
London. April IS. The Boer note to Por-

tugal regarding tho use by the British of
the Belra route for the transportation of
troops to Rhodesia may. If the Boers act
against Portugal. lead Great Britain to land
troops at Lorenzo Marquoz. This, possibil-
ity has been seriously discussed and Is re-
ferred to at length In tho morning papers

y.

ASKED ITALWjNTERVENTIOH.

It Was Kefused and Jiocr Kuvoys
Started for Paris.

SPECIAL BY CABLE.
Rome. Thursday. April 12. (Copyright.

UK, by the New York Herald Company.
Tho work of the Boer mission has been be-
gun by Mr. Fischer, asking the Interven-
tion of Italy. The Marquis VIsconti

Minister of Foreign Affairs, replied
that while he had no hesitation in receivimr
the mission he could not Intervene in favor
of peace. All he could do was to transmit
to London the proposals rr.u-I- by tho mis-
sion TkU? answer caused the delegates to
renounce tholr project of visiting Rome, and
they have set out for Paris, via Alllun.

G. David, a Pretoria journalist, said that
henceforward It was Impossible for the
British troops to suffer any serious

He added that the Boer delegates
hopo that the intervention of some Euro-
pean Power trill Induce Great Britain to
listen to the Boer peace proposals, la
.which caes they would visit London.


